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T he February 15, 1923 issue of Brownwood 
High School's student newspaper, The Tattler, 

introduced readers to one of Robert E. Howard's very 
first (maybe, the first) series characters, Hawkshaw 
the Detective. With the Colonel, his blundering 

sidekick, Hawkshaw appeared in three stories: 
"Unhand Me, Villain!" "Aha! or The Mystery of the 

Queen's Necklace;' and "Halt! Who Goes Theret; 

this last published in The Yellow Jacket, Howard 
Payne College's newspaper, in 1924. For those not 
familiar with the tales, they are detective parodies 

along the lines of the Fu Manchu spoofs that appeared 

in some of Howard's letters, though these poke fun 

at Sherlock Holmes and Watson instead. At least I 

thought that was where the idea came from. 
I was thumbing through an old copy of the Comic 

Book Price Guide the other day, looking for comics 

I used to have, when the following title caught my 
eye: The Adventures of Hawkshaw. "Huh;' I muttered, 

and then read the following note: "See Hawkshaw 
the Detective:' First published in 1917, Hawkshaw 
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the Detective is a 48-page collection of "Sunday strip 
reprints" by Gus Mager. In 1994 it was worth $160 
in near mint condition. A print-on-demand version 
of this is available at lulu. com. 

Robert E. Howard would've been eleven years old 
in 1917, seventeen in 1923 when his first Hawkshaw 

story appeared in print. I don't doubt that Howard 

was reading things in 1917, but would he have 
remembered a comic book six years later2 Well, 
he didn't have to. According to Don Markstein's 

Toonopedia (www.toonopedia.com). Hawkshaw 
the Detective, the newspaper strip, ran from 1913 

to 1922; so, if Howard had access to one of the 

newspapers that ran the strip, he'd easily remember 

it a few months later. 
Here's what wikipedia has to say: 

Hawkshaw the Detective was a comic strip character 

featured in an eponymous cartoon serial by Gus Mager 

between 1913 and 1922, and again from 1931 to 1952. The 

name of Mager's character was derived from the common 

Continued on page 4. 
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Continued from page 1. 

American slang of the time, in which a hawkshaw meant a 
detective-that slang itself derived from playwright Tom 
Taylor's use of the name for the detective in his 1863 stage 
play The Ticket of Leave Man. 

Hawkshaw the Detective was based on one of Mager's 
"monic" characters (so called because they looked a lot 
like monkeys), "Sherlocko the Monk," who made his first 
appearance in 1910. That name was scrapped after Arthur 
Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes, threatened 
legal action over the parodied name. (Sherlocko's bumbling 
partner Watso did not survive the renaming, either; he 
became "The Colonel:') 

Hawkshaw the Detective debuted in The New York 
World on February 23, 1913, and continued for many 
years in various Pulitzer-owned newspapers. In 1917, 
some of Hawkshaw and the Colonel's newspaper antics 

were republished in book form by the Saalfield Company. 

If the term "hawkshaw" was as prevalent in the 

1920s as it appears to have been, it would be easy to 
write these two Hawkshaws off as a coincidence, but 

when you throw in the sidekick Colonel, it becomes 

unlikely. On the preceding pages is an example of the 
strip that I found at barnaclepress.com. Unfortunately, 

I couldn't find any from the 1922 period; the one 
included here is from 1914. Have a look anch~~jL 
11 ' 1TT 11 1 •• rt 1 tne orawmgs matcn Howard s descnptIOn ot tne duo 

from "Unhand Me, Villain!": "One was a tall, thin 
man and the other a short stocky man:' 

Hawkshaw's fame IS enduring, apparently. 
Hawkshaw the Detective: A Morally Uplifting 
Melodrama by Tim Kelly was published in 1976 
by Hanbury Plays and was recently performed at 
the Golden Chain Theatre "in scenic Oakhurst;' 

California. 

Pop Hart, Walt Kuhn, and Gus Mager, ca. 1915. 

This edition of Onion Tops, such as it is, was produced by Rob Roehm for REHupa mailing #219. All original material is 
copyright © 2009 Roehm's Room Press. 

4 


	Cover - Mark Finn
	The Golden Caliph - Bill Cavalier
	The Rules of REHupa
	Call for Proposals
	Trails of the Ghost Kings, Vol. 3, #3 -Amy E. Kerr
	Betwixt & Between, Vol. 2, #5 - Barbara Barrett
	Onion Tops #30 - Rob Roehm
	Forgotten Ages #101 - Morgan Holmes
	Trails of the Ghost Kings, Vol. 3, #4 - Amy E. Kerr
	The Howard Guerrilla, Vol. 1, #2 - Mark Finn
	Missives from Yimsha, Oct. 2009 - Ryan W. Flessing
	The Fighting Tribes of Cimmeria #59 - Patrick R. Burger
	Eidolons of El Cerrito, Vol. 9, #5 - Mark E. Hall
	Busted Ribs and Broken English, Vol. 13, #2 - David B. Gentzel
	Wulfhere Hairsplitter's French Quarter, Vol. 1, #9 - Patrice Louinet
	Songs from Belit #2 - Rebekah Memel Brown
	The Road to Velitrium #72 - James Van Hise
	Wolraven #36 - Jimmy Cheung
	Fire & Sword!, Vol. 3, #2 - David A. Hardy 
	Climbing from Apedom, Vol. 1, #s 5 & 6 - Nick Pendleton
	The Cross Plainsman, Oct. 2009 - Frank Coffman
	Cold Steel #141 - Bill Cavalier
	Three-Bladed Minac - Rusty Burke 
	The Highwayman and North Texas Ballistics Revue, Oct. 2009 - Larry Richter 



