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obert E. Howard was 17
years old in 1923 - 17
. ~ears old. Anyone who's
looked at Rusty Burke's Fiction
and Verse Timeline can tell you
that Howard hadn't published
much at this time, but not for a
lack of trying.
In 1921, "Bill Smalley
and the Power of the Human
Eye" was submitted to both Adventure and Western Story -- to
no effect. The next two years
brought more rejections: Weird
Tales rejected both "The Mystery
of Summerton Castle" and "The
Phantom of Old Egypt" -- and
lost the manuscripts. "Lal-Singh
- Adventurer" was rejected by
Adventure; "The Feminine of the
Species" was rejected by ArgosyAllstory; "The Iron Terror" was
rejected by Cosmopolitan, but
Howard kept chipping away.
In December of 1922,
Howard got his first writing paycheck, sort of. Two of his stories,
" 'Golden Hope' Christmas" and
"West Is West," w9n cash prizes
when they were published in
Brownwood High School's
newspaper, The Tattler. "Golden
Hope" scored him a ten-dollar
gold piece, "West" a five-dollar
coin. It is probably one of these
stories that Howard refers to in a
ca. February 1929 letter to Tevis
Clyde Smith: "an Oklahoma paper once published 1 story, reprint from The Tattler."
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L. Sprague de Camp is not kind to these
early attempts, calling the five-dollar winner "a
mere three-page anecdote" and the gold winner "a
sentimental trifle." He does, however, say that both
stories are "literate and well above the standard of
the usual high school theme." Thanks, Sprague.
Howard went on to contribute several more
stories to The Tattler: "Unhand Me, Villain", "Aha!
or The Mystery of the Queen's Necklace", "The
Sheik", and other items that appeared after he'd
graduated. At the same time these stories were being written, Howard was composing poetry.
Sometime in the spring of 1923, The Baylor
United Statement, a publication of the Baylor College for Women, published "The Sea". Shortly after rus first-published poem appeared, Howard won
an essay contest with his "What the Nation Owes
to the South." The essay was printed in ·the
Brownwood Bulletin. Also, Howard collaborated
with Clyde Smith on "Under the Great Tiger," an
incomplete serial that Smith included in his "Lone
Scout" publication, The All-Around Magazine , in
the May-June and July issues. Having graduated
from high school, How_ard returned to Cross Plains.
This may be the reason that the serial was never
completed; although, Howard and Smith did begin a lively correspondence at this time.
. It is because of this correspondence that we
know, sort of, about another of Howard's poetic
endeavors. In the June 22, 1923 letter to Smith,
Howard says, "I got a letter from the assistant editor of 'The Campus,' S.M.U. He said he saw my
poem 'The Sea' in 'The Baylor United Statements'
and he asked me to contribute to 'The Campus.' I
sent him a poem." Unfortunately, we don't know
the title of the poem that he sent; at least, I don't
know it.
Besides catching The Campus editor's eye,
"The Sea" must have had a similar effect on an
editor at The Cross Plains Review, where it was
reprinted in the June 29, 1923 issue.
wruch brings me to the point of this little
History lesson. In the May 25, 1923 issue of The
Commerce Journal, straight out of Commerce,
Texas, appeared a little article entitled "High
School Society Contest." This contest was apparently sponsored by the aforementioned Baylor
College for Women, and announced its winners on
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May 21 st. Buried in the middle of the article is a
little item of interest for folks like us: "Honorable
mention was made of the poems submitted by
Arrena Miller, Denison; Robert E. Howard,
Brownwood . .. " and the list goes on.
The titles of the big winners' poems are
included in the article, but not the honorable mentions. Was Howard's contribution "The Sea"? It
was published in the Baylor paper right around the
time of the contest, but I couldn't find any mention of Baylor's "High School Poetry Contest"
anywhere. Oh well, this is probably old news. Can
someone help me out?
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At left, "The Sea" is from Cross Plains Review,
Vol. XIV, No. 15 from June 29, 1923 .
Pg. 4, "High School Society Contest" is from The
Commerce Journal, Vol. xxxnll, No. 21 from
May 25, 1923.
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Onion Tops is brought to you by Rob Roehm:

. "The Sea" by Robert E. Howard is in the public
domain, as is "High School Society Contest" author unknown ; all other
material Copyright@2006 by Rob Roehm for Roehm's Room Press. This
edition was produced for REHupa #20 I.
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